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GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY BASKETBALL COACH TEAMS WITH SOCIETY TO GIVE INOVA HOSPITAL KIDS THE WORLD 

Alexandria, VA – December 10, 2007— The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s National Capital Area Chapter is teaming up with George Mason University Men’s Head Basketball Coach, Jim Larranaga, and the Mason Geography Department to provide a special gift to children hospitalized at Inova Fairfax Hospital for Children.

On Tuesday, December 18, Coach Larranaga, and members of the Mason basketball and cheerleading squads will visit Inova to distribute The World Ball, an official NCAA-sized basketball that looks like a globe, to children who are hospitalized.  The World Ball was developed in 2006 as a result of a collaboration between Dr. Allan Falconer, Chair of the Mason Geography Department, and Coach Larranaga.

The World Ball provides a fun activity for the hospitalized children, while also helping them gain basic knowledge about the world’s geography.   Many children who battle cancers like leukemia spend days, weeks, months and years in treatment and are often confined to their hospital rooms.  

WHO:  George Mason University Men’s Head Basketball Coach Jim Larranaga, Members of the Mason basketball and cheerleading squads,

The National Capital Area Chapter of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and Inova Fairfax Hospital for Children

WHAT: Giving Children the World: A fun morning of geography quizzes, gifting basketballs and autograph signing with Mason Head Men’s Basketball Coach, Jim Larranaga and members of the Mason Basketball and Cheerleading Squads

WHEN: Tuesday, Dec. 18 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

WHERE: Inova Fairfax Hospital for Children, Children’s Play Room, 3300 Gallows Road, Falls Church, VA, 22042

REPORTER CHECK-IN: Take the Blue Entrance off Gallows Road and park at the Women and Children's Entrance – an escort will meet reporters in the lobby.
To learn more about The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and the programs and services offered to cancer patients and their families, please contact the National Capital Area Chapter as 703-960-1100 or visit www.lls.org/nca.   

About George Mason University

George Mason University, located in the heart of Northern Virginia’s technology corridor near Washington, D.C., is an innovative, entrepreneurial institution with national distinction in a range of academic fields. With strong undergraduate and graduate degree programs in engineering, information technology, biotechnology and health care, Mason prepares its students to succeed in the work force and meet the needs of the region and the world. Mason professors conduct groundbreaking research in areas such as cancer, climate change, information technology and the biosciences, and Mason’s Center for the Arts brings world-renowned artists, musicians and actors to its stage. Its School of Law is recognized by U.S. News & World Report as one of the top 35 law schools in the United States.

About The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society:
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society®, headquartered in White Plains, NY, with 68 chapters in the United States and Canada, is the world’s largest voluntary health organization dedicated to funding blood cancer research and providing education and patient services. The Society’s mission: Cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma, and improve the quality of life of patients and their families. Since its founding in 1949, the Society has invested more than $550 million in research specifically targeting leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma. Last year alone, the Society made 5.1 million contacts with patients, caregivers and healthcare professionals. 

For more information about blood cancer, visit www.LLS.org or call the Society’s Information Resource Center (IRC), a call center staffed by master's level social workers, nurses and health educators who provide information, support and resources to patients and their families and caregivers. IRC information specialists are available at (800) 955-4572, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. ET.
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